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BRAZILIAN PRESIDENT REPORTS ON STATE OF UNION 


Message to Congress Outlines Gains, Stressing Budget Surplus 


In his State of the Union message to Congress March 
15, Brazilian President Eurico Gaspar Dutra outlined 
the problems his administration dealt with during 
1947. 

Among matters he discussed of particular interest 
to American traders and investors were foreign com- 
merce, debt reduction, Brazil’s budget surplus, foreign 
exchange, inflation, domestic development, finances, 
inter-American relations, foreign policy, domestic re- 
sources and transportation. 

His message showed specific accomplishments but 
at the same time frankly spoke of difficulties still to be 
overcome. 


Urges Better Trade 


Discussing Brazil’s foreign trade problem, President 
Dutra urged increased and diversified exports, coupled 
with import controls and greater national production 
as the means of overcoming present difficulties. 

“Our government’s foreign trade policy,” he 
said, “has been directed, so far as possible, toward 
maintenance of a fair balance between our domestic 
needs and world economic necessity.” 

Brazil, he declared, is making “every effort to assure 
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full development of production so as to supply satis- 
factorily the domestic market,” while at the same time 
safeguarding Brazilian commerce from unfair outside 
competition. 

As a means of obtaining better trade balances, the 
President reported, Brazil has allowed export of excess 
foodstuffs and raw materials, but he stressed that such 
exports depend on increased production. 


War Still Felt 


Describing the economic problems brought on by 
reconversion and postwar difficulties, President Dutra 
said that “even now, three years after hostilities ended, 
Brazil is still suffering, with other nations, from the 
general deficiencies in world production.” 

With the reserves it piled up in wartime, he re- 
called, Brazil bought up foreign goods to meet 
domestic demand. But these purchases were not 
made on a selective basis. 

“Instead of concentrating on capital goods, we spent 
a large part of our reserves on consumers’ goods,” he 
said in his report, which inaugurated the present ses- 
sion of the Brazilian Congress. 


Cites Trade Reverse 


As a result of huge purchases abroad, President 
Dutra declared, Brazil’s trade balance, previously fav- 
orable, was reversed. “While in 1946 our balance was 
favorable by 5,200,798,000 cruzeiros, in 1947 it was 
unfavorable to the amount of 1,609,878,000 cruzeiros,” 
the President pointed out. 

When this trend became obvious in mid-1947, 
he said, “‘we were forced to abandon our policy of 
free movement of goods and capital and to adopt 
restrictive measures in defense of our remaining 
reserves abroad.” 

This was done, he added, “so that we could use them 
as needed to obtain capital goods and articles essential 
to our economic development, to the extent it de- 
pended on foreign supply.” 


Stresses Dollar Need 


Brazil’s foreign trade problem, President Dutra said, 
lies in the fact that in order to continue exports to 
Europe and Asia it must receive payment in negotiable 
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currency so as to enable payment of imports from the 
United States. 

Total imports into Brazil during 1947, he re- 
ported, amounted to 7,154,174 metric tons, worth 
22.789,291,000 cruzeiros, while exports amounted 
to 3,781,453 metric tons, valued at 21,179,413,000 
cruzeiros. He pointed out that imports were 50 per- 
cent more in tonnage than in the previous year and 
80 percent costlier. 

In the face of this crisis, the President said, Brazil’s 
foreign trade policy must include “greater discrimina- 
tion in imports and a diversified development of pro- 
duction so we can increase exports without sacrificing 
home consumption.” 

He stressed that “we must either obtain new export 
sources or increase national production to the point 
where it can supply the domestic market with goods 
usually imported. 

“The present situation cannot continue, with Brazil 
yearly weakening itself through, for example, its pur- 
chases abroad of wheat—not to mention other con- 
sumers’ goods—while failing to acquire machinery and 
equipment, daily more indispensable to progress.” 

Notes Improvement 

President Dutra noted improvement, however, in 
diversification of exports. “Coffee no longer is half or 
two-thirds of all our exports, as it was before 1939. We 
have built up other exportable products to a fairly 
regular level without any quantitative decline in our 
usual exports. 

“Furthermore,” he said, “postwar circumstances 
have caused new trade currents in line with the 
general need for goods among so many nations.” 

As an example of these perhaps transitory demands, 
President Dutra cited sales of rice abroad. These sales 
grew from 152,051 metric tons in 1946, worth 385,478,- 
000 cruzeiros, to 385,477 metric tons in 1947, worth 
682,524,000 cruzeiros. 

Regarding coffee exports, the President reported that 
1947 sales abroad were 7,755,099,000 cruzeiros out of 
total export sales of 21,179,413,000 cruzeiros, or about 
one-third of the whole. While this was a value increase 
over 1946 of 1,313,636,000 cruzeiros, actual tonnage 
exported decreased from 15,504,581 bags in 1946 to 
14,830,060 in 1947. 

Cotton, President Dutra pointed out, was another 
good export article. Raw cotton and cotton textile ex- 
ports, he reported, were worth 4,328,792,000 cruzeiros 
in 1947, or about a fifth of total export value. 


Three Make Half 

Thus, he said, “coffee, raw cotton and cotton cloth 
represented more than half of Brazil’s export values. 
We must keep on with diversification of exports so as 
not to be caught in the adverse phases of economic 
cycles.” 

He reported that despite only a slight increase 
in export tonnage over 1946, export values in 1947 
rose by an average of 763 cruzeiros a ton, with 
highest increases in exports of cocoa and castor 
beans. 


He disclosed that value increases were 29 percent in 
coffee exports, 32 percent in raw cotton and 55 percent 
for cotton textiles. 

Improvement in world markets, President Dutra 
declared, “is gradually influencing for the better the 
geographical distribution of Brazil’s exports. Europe, 
little by little, is getting back its buying power.” 

He reported that “while our sales to the Americas 
went up in 1946-47 by ten percent, our sales to Europe 
increased by 25 percent. The two continents absorbed 
90 percent, in value, of Brazil’s exports.” 

Cites Huge Imports 

Discussing Brazil’s import trade, President Dutra 
pointed out that “volume increased by 2,092,792 tons 
or almost 50 percent, while the increase in value 
amounted to 9,760,557,000 cruzeiros or nearly 80 per- 
cent.” 

This huge rise in imports, he said, caused “profound 
repercussions as to the amount of foreign exchange 
available. To protect the people’s interest, it must be 
realized that while Brazil must import, its aim should 
be to equip itself for industrial development and to 
obtain what it lacks. 

“Imports along this line require correct stand- 
ards concerning the kind and quality of goods so 
that the greatest possible social value may be ob- 
tained from such acquisitions,” the President 
stressed. He said that Brazil’s tariff system, now 
being revised, could be used as a means of channel- 
izing imports correctly. 

Brazil’s 1947 imports, President Dutra said in his 
report, came mostly from other American countries. 
In tonnage, 88 percent was of Pan American origin, 
while in value it was 77 percent. 

Big U. S. Share 

He disclosed that the United States furnished 47 
percent of Brazil’s import tonnage and 62 percent of 
its value. This marked an increase of 47 percent in 
value over 1946 while tonnage from the United States 
nearly doubled. 

“After the United States,” the President reported, 
“came Argentina, which supplied six percent of our im- 
ports in volume and seven percent in value. Europe, 
while increasing its export capacity, furnished only ten 
percent of Brazil’s import tonnage and 22 percent of its 
value.” 

Machinery, various kinds of apparatus, tools and the 
like were mentioned as boosting import costs espe- 
cially, while tonnage was increased through large im- 
ports of coal, gasoline and wheat. 

Hopes for Production 

President Dutra expressed the hope that Brazilian 
industrialization would soon begin to take up the slack 
in domestic needs, although he pointed out that in- 
creased national production would not eliminate the 
need for well-chosen imports by Brazil. 

Brazil’s purchases of wheat abroad during 1947 
were revealed by the President to have amounted 
to 826,449 tons, worth 2,489,570,000 cruzeiros. 


“The mere mention of these figures,” he said, “shows 
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the critical position of our trade balance. Brazil’s eco- 
nomic redemption will have to include greater wheat 
growing, so that such a huge part of the national in- 
come will not have to be sent abroad and lost to the 
nation.” 

Analyzes Dollar Shortage 

Brazil’s situation in regard to foreign exchange was 
analyzed at length by President Dutra, who traced 
present difficulties in part to the great 1929 crash, 
which first brought on the problems that obliged Brazil 
to control foreign exchange. 

Despite controls, however, “the limited amount 
of exportable production and the requirements of 
war-ravaged countries greatly upset our balance of 
payments with serious harm to the exchange situa- 
tion,” the President said. 

After some attempt at semi-free exchange between 
1934 and 1937, the war completely paralyzed Brazil’s 
import trade, President Dutra recalled. “We entered 
an involuntary regime of controlled economy, which 
enabled us to pile up considerable reserves abroad and 
gave us the illusion that we wouldn’t have our usual 
exchange crises for some years to come. But after the 
war Brazil was hit again by upset world trade condi- 
tions and like other countries it was confronted with a 
lack of dollars, sharpened by the freezing of the pound 
sterling.” 

That was why, President Dutra pointed out, 
Brazil was obliged to adopt restrictive measures, 
“convinced of the need for disciplining its imports 
so as to save gold reserves.” 

He then listed the series of exchange-control meas- 
ures Brazil took in 1947, aimed at guarding reserves 
without cutting down imports of needed goods. Some 
concrete results were obtained. “By December 31, 1947 

. . our reserves of fine gold, deposited in our vaults 
of the Federal Reserve Bank, amounted to 7,096,396,- 
435 cruzeiros,” the President reported. 

Win Inflation Fight 

Regarding his administration’s fight against inflation 
in Brazil, President Dutra mentioned the budget sur- 
plus accumulated during 1947, controls over banking 
credit and the huge payments sent abroad for imports 
as signs that the menace was lessening. 

These measures, coupled with the decline in bank- 
note emission, resulted in a growth of cruzeiro purchas- 
ing power at a time when inflation in other countries, 
including the United States, lowered the value of their 
currencies. 

Shows Budget Surplus 

Brazil’s budget surplus in 1947, President 
Dutra reported, was 460 million cruzeiros. He 
stressed that this surplus was obtained despite 
the previous year’s deficit of two billion 600 
million cruzeiros. 

Strict economy, he said, was what made 
possible the reduction of banknotes in circula- 
tion. He revealed that “except for 100 million 
cruzeiros emitted in December to take care of 
seasonal demand, no new notes were issued in 
1947.” 






He warned, however, that “excess money will 
continue to be a problem if it is not absorbed, little 
by little, into economic expansion, that is, more 
production.” 

The fight against inflation and the consequences 
that linger after it, he said, requires a broad economic 
program with government sponsorship of long-term 
projects which would not produce immediate returns 
on capital investment. 


Invites Foreign Capital 


Brazil’s programs for economic development, Presi- 
dent Dutra stressed, must be thoroughly studied. 
Mentioning the development of electric power, trans- 
portation and petroleum resources, he said: 

“Such undertakings will require the free con- 
course of foreign capital, whether through institu- 
tions such as the International Reconstruction 
Bank or purely private initiative.” 

He added that conditions under which such capi- 
tal will be admitted must be fixed, saying that they 
would be “generous” for capital investing in na- 
tional production and tending to reinvest its 
income. 


Plans Central Bank 

Creation of a Central Bank was suggested by Presi- 
dent Dutra as a main means of carrying through neces- 
sary banking and credit reforms. Such a bank, he said, 
“would act as a catalyzing agent for the national 
economy.” 

Plans for a Central Bank are being considered by 
Congress, he revealed, and warned that “the fate of 
Brazil’s economy, in important aspects, depends on 
establishment of a chain of specialized institutions 
which would impose discipline on our banking system.” 


Debt Burden Lighter 


Turning to the problem of domestic and foreign 
debt, President Dutra said the public debt “in these 
days is not the heavy burden it used to be,” but 
stressed that his administration had done its best to 
lower both foreign and domestic indebtedness. 

“So long as national income keeps growing regu- 
larly and safely, there is no reason why new coun- 
tries such as Brazil should be unduly worried about 
the problem of their debts,” he said. 

Brazil’s foreign debt at the end of 1947, including 
loans in dollars, pounds and francs, was 1,096,552,000 
cruzeiros, President Dutra reported. This was a reduc- 
tion of 27,630,000 since the end of 1946. 

British loans were reduced during this period from 
85,290,745 pounds sterling to 83,434,460. French loans 
remained the same: 229,185,500 gold frances. However, 
an arrangement for liquidation of this loan was made 
with the French government. 

As to U. S. loans, President Dutra reported that 
the amount was reduced from 144,731,745 dollars 
in December, 1946, to 139,040,905 in December, 
1947—a drop of 5,690,840 dollars. 

Domestic indebtedness, however, rose during this 
period from 9,965,458,000 cruzeiros to 10,133,845,000, 
with President Dutra attributing this in great part to 
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the financial burden laid on Brazilian economy by the 
war and now making its effects felt. 


Outlines Foreign Policy 

Turning to foreign policy, President Dutra said 
that “in the field of inter-American relations, 
Brazil’s foreign policy will follow its traditional 
line. The government is doing all it can to 
strengthen the friendship we have always had, hap- 
pily, with the peoples of the Hemisphere, cooperat- 
ing in all efforts and undertakings favorable to 
hemispheric unity and understanding.” 

The Brazilian Government, he added, has worked 
hard in support of hemispheric ideals of peace and 
progress, “especially in leading the way toward restora- 
tion of living conditions necessary to the stability of 
democratic principles.” 

In discussing inter-American activities, he men- 
tioned the visit to Brazil of U. S. President Harry S. 
Truman and Brazil’s role as host to the Inter-American 
Conference at Petropolis. 

Sees Bogota Results 


He also reviewed prospects for the present 
Bogota Conference, stating that “there are good 
reasons to hope that the American nations in 
Bogota will lay the basis for harmony and peace, 
uniting the Americas even more closely.” 

His administration’s general foreign policy was de- 
fined by President Dutra as “the affirmation of 
juridical equality of all States, preference for friendly 
settlement of international conflicts, and continuous 
efforts to reach good understanding with all nations.” 

The President likewise described Brazil’s activity in 
international conferences and the United Nations, 
mentioning especially its role at the Havana trade con- 
ference, where Brazil “tried . . . to define the main 
lines along which international economic relations 
would go, with the aim of conciliating commercial in- 
terests and raising living standards through expansion 
of national production.” 

Explains Tariff Needs 

Regarding Brazil’s tariff policy, he said that reforms 
are being studied, pointing out that Brazil’s tariffs are 
among the world’s lowest, amounting to less than 10 
percent of imports. On Brazil’s total imports, worth 
nearly 23 billion cruzeiros, less than two billion cru- 
zeiros were collected in duties of all kinds. 

Moreover, he said, in 1947 tariff collections did 
not increase in proportion to the increase in import 
values. This, President Dutra pointed out, was be- 
cause Brazil’s duties are mostly specific, that is, 
according to quantity, and do not follow price 
fluctuations. 

The increase in amount of collections, as distinct 
from percentages, was due to Brazil’s accumulation of 
purchasing power and huge imports of both producers’ 
and consumers’ goods in 1947. Since such a growth in 
imports was temporary, the increase in collections 
would likewise be temporary unless reforms were car- 
ried out, he indicated. 





“A readjustment, in harmony with agreements 
reached at London, Geneva and Havana, is impera- 
tive,” President Dutra declared. “It would be directed, 
primarily, toward restoration of the ratio between 
tariffs and merchandise value to 1934 levels, with 
elimination of the specific duties.” 

While this readjustment will raise some tariffs 
as much as 40 percent, “it will not have any harm- 
ful effect on living costs since primary foodstuffs, 
lubricants, fuel and primary raw materials will be 
exempted.”” He added that in certain cases redue- 
tions will be made, while on some goods the in- 
crease will be only relative. 

The general idea, he said, will be to keep tariffs from 
going below the 1934 level, but “the government is not 
considering any all-out 40 percent tariff increase. Its 
aim is merely to harmonize tariffs with new economic 
conditions, in full accord with the Geneva agreements.” 

He said that “a reserved and prudent” estimate 
of tariff receipts for 1948 would place them at 
1,994,000,000 cruzeiros, as compared with 1,876,- 
436,469 cruzeiros in 1947. 

Reports on Oil 

Analyzing perspectives for increased exploitation of 
Brazil’s natural resources, President Dutra discussed 
the problem of petroleum. Petroleum reserves ascer- 
tained up to the end of 1947 amounted to 17,844,500 
barrels, he said. 

Geological surveys were carried out with the aid 
of foreign companies, he reported, “in perfect 
collaboration with our technicians.” New fields 
were found, and out of 18 new wells drilled in the 
Reconeavo district of the state of Bahia, “only one 
was dry.” 

Biggest Brazilian reserves of natural gas, President 
Dutra said, are in the Aratu Field. These are estimated 
at 893,861,600 cubic meters and will be destined ex- 
clusively to industrial use. 

He reported also on the petroleum refinery to be 
built in Bahia by the U. S. firm of Kellog & Co. and 
the new pipeline between Santos and Sao Paulo, now 
being constructed. 

President Dutra did not comment on the bill 
defining the basis for foreign investment in Brazil’s 
petroleum, now before Congress, beyond saying 
that measure was the result of long study by ex- 
perts acting under the National Petroleum Council. 

In a summary of some of his analyses at the end of 
his report, President Dutra again touched on the petro- 
leum problem, saying that for practical exploitation 
of Brazil’s oil reserves, “it is necessary to work and 
work hard, along the lines of a practical program based 
on reality alone.” 

Summarizes Problems 

He also made the following remarks in his summary 
concerning Brazilian exports and transportation prob- 
lems: 

“Our production must be greater and better, to 
enable bigger domestic consumption and exports 


which can take care of our balance of payments. 
(See Next Page) 
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@ BRAZILIAN TRADE FAIR IN MAY ATTRACTS WORLD INTEREST 


Brazil’s International Trade and Industry Fair, 
scheduled to open in Petropolis, near Rio, on May 18, 
is attracting unusual attention from world business, 
according to latest reports. 

Applications for space have been received from firms 
in all commercially important countries, although the 
percentage from the United States is so far small. 

All goods destined for exhibit at the Fair are being 
admitted into Brazil free of all tariff and other restric- 
tions and will not be affected by Brazil’s new trade 
control laws. 


Meet at Quitandinha 


Site of the Fair will be the huge Quitandinha Hotel, 
about three miles from Petropolis, where last year’s 
Pan American Conference was held. 

This hotel is itself considered an outstanding dis- 
play of Brazilian industry. It is one of the largest in 
the world and built wholly of Brazilian materials. 

While sponsored by the National Department of In- 
dustry and Commerce, the International Trade and 
Industry Fair is being organized by the Brazilian 
Federations of Industry and Commerce. 


Each Brazilian state and territory will have an in- 
dividual exhibit at the Fair, as will Brazilian and for- 
eign industrial and commercial concerns. 

Main purpose of these displays will be to bring to- 
gether businessmen and their wares. Business transac- 
tions will be encouraged right on the spot. 

In line with this main aim, the Fair will be open 
to the general public only two days a week, enabling 
businessmen to put in a five-day week talking over 
possible deals. 


Keep Space for U. S. 


The expected flood of last-minute applications from 
United States manufacturers has led the Fair manage- 
ment to keep sections in reserve for them, it was an- 
nounced, as Brazilians are eager to see the latest wares 
the U.S. has to offer. 

U.S. firms interested in the Brazilian exposition can 
communicate with the Brazilian Government Trade 
Bureau, 551 Fifth Avenue, New York 17, or with the 
Fairs and Exhibitions Branch of the Office of Interna- 
tional Trade, U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. 


@ BRAZIL WILL MEDIATE AT BOGOTA, CHIEF DELEGATE SAYS 


Brazil’s position at the Bogota Conference 
now going on will be that of “‘mediator,” ac- 
cording to Chief Delegate Joao Neves da Fon- 
toura. 

“We shall try to reconcile divergences,” he 
said, “which will naturally arise in matters of 
such moment” as those being discussed at 
Bogota. 

Ambassador Neves da Fontoura, former For- 
eign Minister and head of Brazil’s Paris Peace 
Conference Delegation, said that his group 
would consider the Marshall Plan and its effects 
on Latin America “objectively.” 

He asserted, however, that “in view of the 
economic interdependence of all countries, we 
must ascertain what its influence, favorable or 
otherwise, will be on the economy” of Latin 
America. 


“Today,” he added, “any plan of such pro- 
portions will have consequences for nations not 
actually within it, for world economy inter- 
reacts.” 

Brazil will support at Bogota “‘measures 
capable of lessening the grave crisis which men- 
aces almost all the nations of the Hemisphere,” 
Delegate Neves da Fontoura declared. 

The Brazilian Delegation, he said, will sup- 
port obligatory arbitration of inter-American 
disputes and will come out for a measure for- 
bidding any government to exercise economic 
as well as political pressure against others. 

It will also strongly back the proposed 
“Rights of Man” charter, Delegate Neves said, 
and go even further, “proposing an_ inter- 
American Court of Safeguards enabling the 
citizen of any country to denounce violations 
of his rights, even by his own government.” 





We must have excess production of foodstuffs so we 
can export them and obtain negotiable money with 
which to buy producers’ goods. 

“Our evolution is determined . . . by improvement 
of our citizens and protection of our soil, on one side, 
and by our exports through which we can acquire the 
means of production, on the other, thus equipping and 
strengthening our economy and therefore our security. 

“However, without disregarding our industrial- 
ization, which must be strongly supported as a 
most necessary stage, we must carry out a policy 
of ‘back to the land.’ ” 


Likewise, without adequate transportation, without 
construction, repair and upkeep of railways and roads, 
without more air traffic, improvement of river naviga- 
tion and ports, and without more ships for coastwise 
and transatlantic trade, it will be impossible to aspire 
to a better living standard for Brazilians.” 


(Additional extracts from President Dutra’s message 
to Congress detailing progress on projects in Brazil, 
will be published in forthcoming BraziL1an BULLE- 
TINS.) 


p> 
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@ 25,000 TONS OF INDIAN JUTE RELIEVE BRAZIL'S SHORTAGE 


The government of India is sending 25,000 tons of 
jute to Brazil in compliance with its recent barter 
agreement under which Brazil, in exchange, will supply 
India with 50,000 tons of rice. 

Some 15,000 tons of Indian jute, aboard the freight- 
ers “Titanbank” and “Lossiebank,” from Calcutta, 
have arrived or are en route to the port of Santos, near 
the jute factories of Sao Paulo. 


Rest Coming Soon 
The remaining 10,000 tons are likewise expected to 
arrive either this month or in the early part of May. 
These shipments are expected to lessen considerably 
Brazil coffee-bag shortage, which had reached such 
severity that the government recently encouraged use 
of second-hand bags. 


@ WORLD FOREST CONFERENCE 


The International Forestry and Forest Products 
Conference is scheduled to open this week at Tere- 
sopolis, Brazil, near Rio de Janeiro. Opening date is 
April 19. 

The Conference is the second of several planned by 
the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAQ) in the 
hope of encouraging greater and more rational devel- 
opment of world timber stands. 

Brazil will be host at the Conference to 18 Latin 
American and four other countries interested in Latin 


@ U. S. PURCHASES OF BRAZILIAN 


The United States took none of Brazil’s exports of 
caffeine, theobromine, medicinal capsules or medicinal 
injections during the third quarter of 1947, although 
these exports to other parts of the world were valued 
at more than 23 million cruzeiros. 

U. S. failure to purchase any of these products 
caused considerable surprise, as Brazil is the greatest 
natural source both of caffeine, from coffee, and theo- 


bromine, from the cocoa bean. 


From Most to None 


During the same period of 1946, it was recalled, the 
United States market absorbed more than half of 
Brazil’s exports of caffeine and three-fourths of her 
theobromine sales. 

Brazil was unable to develop other markets to offset 
fully the collapse of United States purchases, with the 
result that her exports declined heavily compared with 
i946. 

Sales of caffeine abroad in the third quarter of 1947 
amounted to only 22 metric tons, compared with 56 
metric tons during that period of the previous year, 
when the United States bought 31 tons. 


Meanwhile, trade circles in Rio estimate Brazil’s 
1948 jute crop at some 5,500 tons, with possible pro- 
duction as high as 6,000 tons (metric) . 

Production in 1945, 1946, and 1947 went up from 
about 4,000 to a little more than 5,000 tons, largely 
from the Amazon area. 


Has 30 Jute Mills 


Brazil has some 30 jute mills, with the greatest con- 
centration in the state of Sao Paulo, which had 11 
mills in 1945. Sao Paulo and Rio mills process Indian 
jute for the most part. 

Brazilian jute and similar fibers are processed in 
smaller mills in the states of Pernambuco, Para, Ceara 
and Sergipe. Bailing plants in Amazonas can turn out 
about 20 bales, weighing about one ton each, an hour. 


TO OPEN IN BRAZIL THIS WEEK 


American woods. Aim of the Conference will be to 
build up present forest and lumber industries and to 
study means of assuring forest reserves for the future. 

First FAO conference of this kind was held in 
Czechoslovakia last year and dealt with European 
timber problems. 

Brazil was considered a logical site for the talks, as 
the world’s second largest forest reserve is on its terri- 
tory, while it leads the world in number and variety of 
actual and potential forest products. 


DRUGS DROP TO NONE AT ALL 


Some New Customers 


Exports of theobromine during the third quarter of 
1947 were 23 metric tons, a big drop from the 32 tons 
sold abroad in the equivalent 1946 period, of which 
the U.S. took 26 tons. In this case, however, new cus- 
tomers took up the slack left by the United States 
except for 9 tons. 

The sudden decline in United States purchases was 
particularly regretted by Brazil, because of her huge 
unfavorable balance in trade with the United States 
last year. Cause of the drop was being looked into. 





New Translation Technique 


“Portuguese with a Brazilian accent” will be writ- 
ten by Brazilian American Translations, new agency 
headed by Milton C. Trinidade, for many years in 
Brazilian government foreign service. 

The agency will aim at adapting copy to Brazilian 
psychology, concentrating on advertisements and 
“putting American punch and flavor into Brazilian 
terms.” 

Main offices of the new agency, which will also han- 
dle translations of Portuguese into English, are at 505 
Fifth Avenue, New York 17. 
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TRADE OPPORTUNITIES 


The Brazilian Government Trade Bureau has received the following inquiries from businessmen in Brazil, 
who desire to export or import the products listed below.. These inquiries are published as received and 











no representation is made as to standings of listed firms. We suggest that the parties interested write 





directly to these firms, via airmail, as well as to this office, at 551 Fifth Avenue, New York 17, N. Y. 





Brazilian Firms Wanting to 
Export to the U. S. 











Dolls and Other Toys—Alvim S. A., Rua Dr. Jodo 
Alves de Lima 309, S40 Paulo, Brazil. Cable ad- 
dress: ''BRINQUEORBIS". 


Carnauba Wax; Manioc Starch; Castor; Corn— 
Irmaos Cavalcante & Cia., Rua José Avelino 
262, Fortaleza, Cearé, Brazil. Cable address: 
“IRMACANTE." 


Mica; Kaolin; Strategic Minerals; Woods; Medi- 
cinal Herbs—Euclydes Castro, Paraiba do Sul, 
Estado do Rio, Brazil. 


Industrial Diamonds; Precious Stones — E. Car- 
valho, Caixa Postal 402, Salvador, Bahia, Brazil. 
Cable address: STONES." 


Rice—Sociedade Merind do Brasil, Caixa Postal 
4730, S&o Paulo, Brazil. Cable address: 
“MERIND." 


Cotton Yarns; Cotton String—Oscar Teixeira & 
Cia., Caixa Postal 961, Recife, Pernambuco, 
Brazil. Cable address: '"“CARTEICO." 


Quartz Crystal; Rutile—Comercial e Importadora 
Los Andes S. A., Caixa Postal 5600, So Paulo, 
Brazil. Cable address: '"ARAUCANO." 


Brazilian Products — Raimundo Mattos Junior, 
Caixa Postal 336, Fortaleza, Cearé, Brazil. Ca- 
ble address: 'RAIMATOS." 


Pencils (black with rubber tip) — Fritz Johansen 
S. A., Rua Tito 88 (Lapa), S40 Paulo, Brazil. Ca- 
ble address: "JOHANSEN." (Samples of these 
pencils may be seen at the Brazilian Govt. 
Trade Bureau, 551 Fifth Avenue, New York, 
N.Y.) 


Rice (20.000 metric tons of Brazilian ‘Agulha” 
rice) up to 25%, broken and 2%, stained grains. 
Payment in U.S. dollars only—Valdomiro T. 
Barros, Caixa Postal 609, Sao Paulo, Brazil. 
Cable address: ''VALTEBA.” 


Beryl; Tantalite and Other Minerals—José Maria 
F. Lima, Caixa Postal 88, Fortaleza, Ceara, 
Brazil. Cable address: ‘“MAVER.’' 


Brazilian Oranges—Vva. Eduardo Henriques & 
Cia. Ltda., Caixa Postal 715, Porto Alegre, Rio 
Grande do Sul, Brazil. Cable address: ''LA- 
RANJAS." 


Hides and Skins in General; Seeds—M. Rufino & 
Cia., Caixa Postal 96, Teresina, Piaui, Brazil. 
Cable address: '"MELRUFINO." 





Brazilian Firms Wanting to 
Import from U. S. 





Machetes—({!7'' & 22'') Antonio A. Sobrinho & 
Cia., Caixa Postal 515, Belem, Paré, Brazil. 
Cable address: ''AGRINHO." 


Nail-making Machines—George Brotherhood & 
Cia., Praga da Cathedral 107, Maceio, Ala- 
goas, Brazil. Cable address: ‘'BROTHER- 
HOOD." 


Parts and Accessories for Automobiles — Sudex- 
Brasil Industrial Importadora e Exportadora 
Ltda., Rua Benjamin Constant 171, Sao Paulo, 
Brazil. Cable address: 'SUDEXIL."’ 


Virgin Films and Motion Picture Supplies—S. A. 
Comércio e Representagdes de Sergipe, Caixa 
Postal 51, Aracajé, Sergipe, Brazil. Cable ad- 
dress: 'SACER."’ 





@ LIST OF LICENSE-FREE IMPORTS 


The following products are exempted from import 
licensing under the terms of Brazil's new trade con- 
trol law: 

Cement, pharmaceuticals, rice, sugar, garlic, do- 
mestic fowl for eating, oats, lard, potatoes, fresh and 
dried meats, onions, barley, manioc flour, beans, 
fresh vegetables, butter, corn, eggs, cheese, bacon 
(“fat-back”), wheat, wine vinegar, merchandise 
purchased by the government, low-price samples. 

The law also specifically exempts articles being 
sent to the International Trade and Industry Fair 
at Quitandinha in May and those for the use of 
diplomatic missions. 


REVEALED; DETAILS COMING 


Seventy-five percent of Brazil’s foreign exchange 
allocated for imports will be set aside for non- 
licensed goods and those in Category A, or top 
priority; 20 percent will go to goods in Category B; 
and five percent to Category C. 

Actual ocean shipment of goods not previously 
requiring import licenses may be continued until 
May 5, under the “period of grace” provided in the 
law. 

(See Brazitian Butietin No. 102 for text of the 
Trade Control Law. Full official details are expected 
to be available for publication in the forthcoming 
number.) 





TRADE OPPORTUNITIES 











Cement; Plastic Materials; Radios; Hardware and 
Tools; Automobile Parts and Accessories; Farm 
Machinery; Automobiles and Trucks; Barbed 
Wire—M. Rufino & Cia., Caixa Postal 96, 
Teresina, Piauf, Brazil. Cable address: ''MEL- 
RUFINO. 

Fresh and Dried Fruits, Especially Apples; Pears; 
Apricots, etc. — Vva. Eduardo Henriques & 
Cia. Ltda., Caixa Postal 715, Porto Alegre, Rio 
Grande do Sul, Brazil. Cable address: ‘LA- 
RANJAS.' 


Engines and Motors; Agricultural Equipment, 
Trucks, Handtrucks; Warehouse Buggies; Dust- 
ers; Hoists; etc.—Francisco Silva Junior & Cia., 
Ltda., Rua Visconde do Rio Branco 458, Sao 
Paulo, Brazil. Cable address: ''BRASILVA."’ 


Radios; Refrigerators; Electric Machines; Electric 
Appliances—A. Goncalves de Vito, Rua Uranos 
1009 (Ramos), Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 

Typewriter Ribbons (white, uninked); Eclair-Bolt 
Machines—A. L. Pesséa, Rua Miguel Couto 29, 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 

Trucks (2 and 3 tons capacity)—Ambralta Ltda., 
Avenida Nilo Pecanha !2, Sala 1007, Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil. Cable address: '"AMBRALTA." 
(This firm has already opened credit in the 
U. S. A. Offers should be made at once.) 


CONTINUED 





Galvanized Pipes—Oscar Teixeira & Cia., Caixa 
Postal 961, Recife, Pernambuco, Brazil. Cable 
address: '"CARTEICO." 

Wheat Flour—Sociedade Merind do Brasil, Caixa 
Postal 4730, Sdo Paulo, Brazil. Cable address: 
‘MERIND." 

Parts and Accessories for Automobiles; Cement; 
Galvanized Barbed Wire; Electric Appliances; 
Hardware and Tools; Farm Equipment—|rm4os 
Cavalcante & Cia., Rua José Avelino 262, 
Fortaleza, Cearé, Brazil. Cable address: ''IR- 
MACANTE." 

American Merchandise in General. — Raimundo 
Mattos Junior, Caixa Postal 336, Fortaleza, 
Cearé, Brazil. Cable address: ''RAIMATOS." 

Electric Motors (single phase and three phase); 
Equipment for Sugar Refineries; Caustic Soda; 
Cement. Also American suppliers of Cod Fish. 
Proposals should be addressed to Mr. K. Riess, 
c/o Brazilian Govt. Trade Bureau, 551 Fifth 
Avenue, New York 17, N. Y. 





Miscellaneous Offers: 














Brazilian Offers to 
Represent U. S. Firms 











Chemical and Pharmaceutical Materials; Surgical 
Instruments; Odontological Instruments and 
Supplies; Hospital Equipment and Supplies— 
Hospitalar Representagdes Quimica ‘Monte 
Castelo,"’ Praga Monte Castelo 6, 2 andar, Rio 
de Janeiro, Brazil. 

Automatic Electric Water Heaters—Sire! Ltda., 
Caixa Postal 367, Salvador, Bahia, Brazil. Cable 
address: "'SIREL." 


Foodstuff; Pharmaceutical Products—Said J. Sal- 
lum, Caixa Postal 4926, Sao Paulo, Brazil. Cable 
address: 'SALLUM." 

Agricultural Implements and Machines; Poultry 
Equipment; Dairy Industrial Supplies; Veterin- 
ary Instruments; Seeds—G. Soares Muller & 
Cia., Caixa Postal 710, Porto Alegre, Rio 
Grande do Sul, Brazil. Cable address: "“GUILA- 
FRICY."’ 


Refrigerators (4 to |2 cu. ft.); Industrial Refrigera- 
tors; 1948 Model Radios—A. Feital & Cia., 
Largo da Carioca 5 Salas 519/520, Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil. Cable address: '‘LENFEUZAL." 

Wheat Flour Mills; Construction Material and 
Supplies; Automobile Parts and Accessories; 
Chemicals; Fertilizers; Agricultural Implements; 
Machinery in General and Electric Materials— 
Sanches & Araujo, Rua 3 de Dezembro !7, 7 
andar, Sao Paulo, Brazil. Cable address: 

REDAN. 


Sanches & Araujo, Rua 3 de Dezembro 1|7, 7 
andar, Sao Paulo, Brazil, wish to appoint a rep- 
resentative in the United States to promote 
sales and distribution of Cotton; Hides and 
Skins; Sugar; Brazilian Woods; Waxes; Seeds; 
Grains. Cable address: ''REDAN.”’ 

Used Cars for Home Sale and for Export—John 
D'Emic, Used Car Lot, 867-873 4th Avenue, 
corner 32nd Street, Brooklyn, N. Y. (Telephone: 
SOuth 8-1282 and 1283.) 

Publications and Authors Representative—'Al- 
toza"’ Informagdes Comerciais, Caixa Postal 
4737, Sao Paulo, Brazil, will represent Authors, 
Newspapers, Magazines; also Advertising Pub- 
licity in General and Radio. Cable address: 
“ALTOZA." 

Portuguese Language—Brazilian native will give 
individual Portuguese classes, also group of 4 
or 5 pupils, and translations into Portuguese. 
Miss Ruth Bitincof, International House, 500 
Riverside Drive, Room 570, New York, N. Y. 
Te'ephone: MO. 2-8500. 

Translations from and into Portuguese, Commer- 
cial, Technical and otherwise—Mr. R. C. East- 
wood, 327 West 85th Street, Apt. D-1, New 
York 24, N. Y. Telephone: TRafalgar 4-0370 
Ext. D-1. 

Partnership—Euclydes Castro, owner of ''Fazenda 
Santa Clara," in Paraiba do Sul, state of Rio, 
Brazil, wants a partner to exploit Mica, Kaolin, 
Strategic Minerals, Woods, and Medicinal 
Herbs. Has electric power plants, 100,000 cof- 
fee trees, 200 cows, waterfalls, etc. Amount 
required is about US $125,000. Property worth 
over $250,000. Details and pictures may be 
obtained from Mr. Euclydes Castro, Fazenda 
Santa Clara, Paraiba do Sul, Estado do Rio, 


Brazil. 
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